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West Side Main Street Mission
The history of Charleston’s West Side is a rich one, full of tradition and heritage.  In attempt to preserve and protect both the history and the future of the West Side of Charleston, in the fall of 2005 application was successfully submitted to grant national designation to the West Side of Charleston as an official ‘Main Street’ community. Henceforth, the volunteers of Charleston’s West Side have produced astounding results, as they seek to implement a comprehensive self-help process of economically revitalizing the once-booming Washington Street business corridor.  

Charleston West Side Main Street is dedicated to the revitalization of West Washington Street, and envisions a vibrant commercial district with a proud heritage and warm community spirit in the heart of the city.  In addition, the West Side Main Street program submits the following statement of mission: Charleston West Side Main Street will cultivate a sense of community by encouraging economic growth and preserving our commercial and residential resources.

Not unlike the 1,800 Main Street programs across the country, the West Side Main Street program implements the ‘Four-Point Approach’ modeled on the National Main Street Program, of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, in its revitalization efforts.  Furthermore, the ‘Four-Points’ transgress into four independent, volunteer-driven committees which are the heart-and-soul of this civic organization.

1) Organization Committee

Committee goal: To facilitate effective, collaborative partnerships among diverse public- and private-sector entities in support of the West Side Main Street mission.  The Organization Committee’s continued partnerships with other economic development entities, local and state governments and the private sector enhance its ability to strive to fulfill the organizations mission. The committee focuses on increasing the organization’s membership and funding sources. 

2) Promotion Committee

Committee goal: To create a positive image for Charleston’s West Side in order to attract customers and investors and to rekindle community pride west of the Elk River.  This committee plans an annual calendar of events to benefit the West Side including retail sales activities, image campaigns, and special events and initiatives, while maintaining other promotional strategies such as cooperative advertising opportunities.

3) Design Committee

Committee goal: To enhance the appearance of Charleston’s West Side by encouraging the restoration of commercial property, improving storefronts and signage, maintaining and creating green space, controlling litter and accomplishing other tasks to enhance the areas’ aesthetic appeal.  This committee has been instrumental in facilitating West Side Main Street’s designation as an ‘Adopt-A-Highway’ organization.  

4) Economic Restructuring

Committee goal:  To diversify and strengthen the West Side’s existing economic base through development and implementation of business retention and recruitment strategies, while maintaining a policy of adaptive re-use.  This Committee pledges to work closely with our existing West Side businesses and to provide a hearty-welcome to businesses making their home in our community. 

